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Committee chair Harry Bond called the meeting to order and the minutes for the meeting on April 27, 
2018 were approved.  Chair Bond summarized the Committee’s agenda for the year—in each meeting 
the Committee will review existing information and research on a particular subject matter and 
determine whether TFI or perhaps the Illinois Fiscal Policy Council should conduct additional research or 
publish anything on that topic, and to determine whether TFI’s existing position statements (if any) on 
the topic are adequate. 
 
The Committee began discussing the topic of the day—gaming and “sin” taxes.  TFI President Portman 
presented summaries of the state’s current structure, including data on revenues, growth, and 
comparisons to other states.  The Committee was also provided with information on recent proposals 
for change:  a new casino in Chicago, online and sports betting, and legalizing marijuana. 
 
The Committee discussed what role, if any, TFI should play in these areas.  In earlier meetings, the 
Committee had already recommended that TFI adopt a position statement regarding budgeting 
practices, and the Committee recommended that a caution against the overly optimistic assumptions 
frequently associated with new gaming outlets and new tax types be included in that position 
statement. New taxes should also be reviewed through the lens of the principles of good tax policy. 
 
The Committee discussed future meetings and which of the previously-identified topics should be 
covered next.  The topics identified at the beginning of the year but not yet covered are as follows:  

• Gross Receipts Taxes.  The Committee decided that the problems and policy failings of this 
category of tax are generally well-understood (and associated with convicted Governor 
Blagojevich) and that this topic would not need to be covered in a separate meeting. 

• Economic Development/Incentives.  This will be the topic of the August meeting 

• Long-term budgeting (with state budget director Hans Zigmund).  This will be the topic of the 
October 5 meeting, and TFI will look into offering continuing education credits. 

• The Committee’s final meeting of the year, on November 30, will be focused on reviewing TFI’s 
position statements and drafting or revising new statements to propose to the TFI Board to 
adopt as a result of the Committee’s work this year. 

 
With no further business the committee adjourned.  
 


